
 
 

Celebrating 8 Years of Cultural 
Diversity, FusionFest Returns to 
Downtown Orlando November 29th & 
30th 2025 
 

FUSIONFEST PREPARES TO WELCOME MORE THAN 15,000 

GUESTS TO SENEFF ARTS PLAZA AT THE DR. PHILIPS CENTER 

FOR A WEEKEND OF MUSIC, DANCE, FOOD, VISUAL ARTS, 

STORYTELLING AND TOGETHERNESS CELEBRATING 

CULTURAL HERITAGES 

ORLANDO, FL – October 7th, 2025--FusionFest returns for its 8th year, bigger than ever 

and showcasing the cultural vibrancy of Orlando. The 2025 festival embraces the uplifting 

theme “The Art of Joy,” celebrating the power of culture, creativity, and community to spark 

happiness and connection. Scheduled for November 29th (10am to 8pm) and 30th (12pm 

to 6pm) at the Seneff Arts Plaza, Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts, this free 

festival continues to be a testament to community unity, respect, and understanding. 

Attendance is planned to be over 15,000 and the festival is organized by a grassroots 

collection of 500+ local organizations and individuals. 

“FusionFest is Central Florida’s premier multicultural celebration, where traditions, arts, 

and communities from across the globe come together in a vibrant two-day experience,” 

says Maria Fernanda Saavedra, President of the FusionFest Board of Directors and 

Interim Executive Director.  “For 8 years we have celebrated our diverse community and 

enriched lives through a joyful sharing of what makes each of us unique and in doing so, 

we find we all have so much in common.  I am looking forward to this year’s FusionFest 

on Thanksgiving weekend because we all have so much to be thankful for and I can think 

of no better way than being together with so many joyful people celebrating our cultural 

diversity.” 

Highlights from this year’s festival will include a US Citizenship Ceremony, a captivating 

Opening Spectacle, and incredible Main Stage cultural performances.  FusionFest 

continues to grow as a community and family friendly platform fostering belonging, 

inclusion, and collaboration for everyone.   



 
The 2025 FusionFest introduces new experiences for the community to enjoy, in addition 

to our longtime favorites.  Our newest additions include: 

• Author Showcase – A platform for storytellers and writers from diverse 

backgrounds telling powerful stories of resilience, hope and empowerment. 

• Sketches of FusionFest – Live illustrations capturing the festival’s energy in 

real-time. 

• FusionFlow – An electrifying fusion of live cultural music and dance, blending 

rhythms and traditions in a groundbreaking performance for Saturday night. 

• Joy Tent – he Joy Tent that will give you a taste of the diverse consciousness 

and mindfulness practices from all over the world.  

• Goat Garden: A Petting Experience: will feature a Goat Cuddle Hour where 

festival-goers can unwind, interact, and capture memorable moments with our 

friendly goats. Designed as a welcoming and inclusive space, Goat Garden 

celebrates the art of joy, inviting guests of all ages to experience comfort, 

laughter, and togetherness in the heart of our festival in Downtown Orlando. 

• Inclusion Tent – Celebrating All Abilities: This space marks the beginning of 

FusionFest’s commitment to expanding inclusion by celebrating people of all 

abilities. Our goal is to create the same welcoming atmosphere we champion for 

people of all cultures, one where everyone feels seen, valued, and empowered to 

participate fully and enthusiastically in the festival experience. 

Among the community favorites returning to this year’s FusionFest include: 

• country meetups 

• cultural displays 

• the Family Village 

• a heritage fashion show 

• visual arts gallery 

• a field of international flags 

• global cuisines 

• fun games 

• giant puppet friends 

• global exchanges & 

marketplace 

• haiku contest 

• immersive shows 

• Mygration Films screenings  

• storytelling and poetry 

• and so much more!

 

This year’s festival is made possible with the support of Orange County Arts & Cultural 

Affairs and United Arts of Central Florida, Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts, along 

with the collaboration of Joyful Orlando, Crealdé School of Art, Sikh Society of Central 

Florida, Moroccan American Cultural Society of Florida, Literacy Arts Council of Central 

Florida, Thuyen May Productions, A Perfect Union Gallery, AIA Orlando, Orlando Museum 

of Art, Unidos Por Ecuador, Association of Koryo Saram Koreans in America,  Ser 

Colombia, African Heritage Alliance, Casa de Venezuela, Vietnamese Americans 

Community of Central Florida, Arts for All, Colectivo Arbol,  Taiwanese Chamber of 

Commerce of Greater Orlando, Ukraine Spirit, Caribbean American Passport, Bal Vihar 



 
Orlando, Alaska Farms, Alliance French Alliance of Greater Orlando and many other 

valued partners.  

Additional support has been provided by the generosity of the following sponsors including 

Bloomberg Philanthropies, The Pledge Central Florida, Massey Services, Orlando Magic, 

MAS+ by Messy, New York Life Foundation, OUC, The Allen Foundation and many others 

who continue to ensure FusionFest is Central Florida’s International Arts and Culture 

Festival. 

FusionFest is more than a festival to Central Florida.  To our community FusionFest is a 

living, breathing tapestry of humanity, a joyful space where people come together to 

celebrate traditions, share stories, and connect through art and culture. Join us for 

FusionFest 2025 and experience “The Art of Joy” like never before!  

FusionFest is a project of the Orange County Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs.  For more 

information about FusionFest and its year-round events, visit www.fusionfest.org. 

FusionFest Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization with the mission to celebrate the people 

and the many different cultures that make Central Florida awesome by showcasing 

talents, sharing stories, driving innovation, and building community based on respect and 

understanding.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rdp2P-fSGc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jodd5dlmuGc 
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